
March 12, 2008 STATEMENT: Wilson Offers Statement On Intelligence Authorization

  Washington, D.C. –  Congressman Charlie Wilson (OH-6) issued the following statement on
Congress’ attempt to override the President’s misguided veto of the Intelligence Authorization
Conference Report:    

  

  “For the first time in three years Congress passed an intelligence authorization bill to give our
intelligence community the support and guidance it needs. While the total amount appropriated
is classified, this bill authorized the largest single increase intelligence funding in the history of
the United States...&quot;  

    

  Washington, D.C. –  Congressman Charlie Wilson (OH-6) issued the following statement on
Congress’ attempt to override the President’s misguided veto of the Intelligence Authorization
Conference Report:    

  

  “For the first time in three years Congress passed an intelligence authorization bill to give our
intelligence community the support and guidance it needs. While the total amount appropriated
is classified, this bill authorized the largest single increase intelligence funding in the history of
the United States.  While authorizing extra funding, we made sure to include a provision that
requires U.S. intelligence agencies and personnel to abide by the prohibitions on torture found
in the Army Field Manual. That manual currently prohibits waterboarding and other torture, and
it was developed by studying which interrogation techniques are truly effective.   

  

  I was sorry to see the president veto the authorization bill because he believes that
waterboarding should be used in interrogations.  I supported Congress’ attempt to override his
veto and was disappointed when the attempt failed. I look forward to working on a piece of
legislation that will both support our intelligence community and maintain our moral standing.   

  

  The president and other Republicans can play politics with American safety and claim
Democrats are the ones putting Americans at risk. I’m confident Americans won’t be
hoodwinked. Rest assured, Congress is working hard to do the right thing: keep America safe
while preserving true American values.”  
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